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election the British public was entirely unprepared for such a
step. Parnell, while uniting the Catholic majority of Ireland
behind him had taken no pains to conciliate Britain; indeed he
had openly treated her as an enemy country. There was also a
feeling that a grant of Home Rule to Ireland, however limited in
scope, would prove the thin end of the wedge, and would lead
to virtual independence, which would prove a source of weakness
if ever we were engaged in a great European war.1

Gladstone's third government. Gladstone's conversion to Home
Rule became known., owing to an indiscretion of one of his sons,
before parliament met in January 1886. The Conservatives at
once secured their own defeat by announcing that they would
re-establish 'coercion' in Ireland. Gladstone formed his third
government, but Hartington and several of his old Whig2
colleagues refused to join. Chamberlain joined but almost
immediately resigned. These men and their followers, nearly a
hundred strong, became known as Liberal Unionists, and in the
course of the next ten years drifted across into the Conservative
party, carrying their name with them to their new party, which
was henceforth often called Unionist as well as Conservative.
John Morley, a well-known writer and afterwards Gladstone's
biographer, became Irish Secretary and Gladstone's chief
support in his new policy. Lord Rosebery, a brilliant young
Scotsman, replaced Granville as foreign secretary. The Queen
more or less insisted on this, and whatever we may think of royal
intervention in such matters she was quite right in her choice.

Gladstone's first Home Rule bill was by modern standards a
very cautious measure. It would not have established anything
like the Irish Free State, which enjoys as much independence as
Canada. It gave Ireland control of her domestic affairs, exclud-
ing police and tariffs. Indeed it offered Ireland not much more

1 This apprehension was well grounded as can be seen to-day (^941).
The fact that our navy can no longer use the harbours of western Ireland
has been the direct cause of some at least of the destruction of shipping
by German U-boats.

51 Whig and Tory are of course the old names of the Liberal and
Conservative parties. The Conservatives are still often called Tories.
'Whig', on the other hand, became the name of the old aristocratic wing
of the Liberal party. When most of these deserted Gladstone in 1886
the name passed out of use3 because what it represented had disappeared.
Henceforth Whigs and Tories were both Conservatives.
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